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that it was only a pretext to break off tlie Tory Government;
while the Whigs cried out against harshness and dictatorial
demands, and complained that it was intended to make a
thorough clearance, to strip her of all her friends, and destroy
her social comfort. The Eadicals, who had for the most
part been terribly alarmed at the results of their own defec-
tion, instantly made overtures to the Whigs; and I heard at
Brooks's that Ward had come over from, the Eeform Club,
and proposed a reconciliation without any concession, except
that Ballot should be made an open question. There ap-
peared no disposition to concede anything to the Eadicals,
who, they were convinced, would join them without any con-
ditions.
In the meantime Lord Melbourne and Lord John Eussell
went to the Queen, who told them her whole story*   I met
the latter coming from her; he said, * I have just been for
.an hour with the Queen; she told me her story, and ended
by saying, ' I have stood by you, you must now stand by
me/   They thought her case a good one, and resolved to
stand by her.   Such was the state of things and such the
case as reported to me by several members of the Whig
party yesterday morning, and my impression was that Peel
had been unreasonable in his demands and impolitic in
breaking off the negotiation on such grounds.   Nevertheless
I had some misgivings, because I thought the Duke of
Wellington  unlikely to concur in any proceeding harsh
towards the Queen, or ill-considered in a political sense; but
the assertion was at the same time so positive, that Peel
had required the dismissal of all the ladies, and the Tories
defended instead of denying this, that I did not doubt the
fact to have been so; and moreover I was told that Peel's
behaviour had created a strong sentiment of dislike towards
him in the Queen, and from her representations and the
language of her letter it was clear the impression on her
mind was that no consideration was intended to be shown
to her feelings and wishes, but, on the contrary, that they
meant to abuse their power to the utmost.   At the ball last
night I put the question directly to Lord Mbrmanby and